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Hon of slavery, da Silva answered | Roberto da Silva. “Our aim is to spread | Since 
‘oor to the official driver who was to plack consciousne " 
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her to the presidential palace. For da Silva, the recovery of plack | African countries. 

e was greeted with: “Tell your mis } heroes from the past is 4 crucial step in However, there are still no black diplo- 
3the car 8 downstairs.” the struggle for awareness. He would like mats in Brazil's service. 

a television news, blacks appear gl- | to see Daimao Lima, who led 4 slaves Te “Here in Brazil,” says Riveira, “racial 


+ exclusively a5 soccer players; carn: | volt in the mid-1800s, earn a4 place in rejudice continues to flourish, despite 
dancers, shan wn dwellers oF Sus Brazilian history books. being officially outlawed.” ; 
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Jetting tough over sensitivity 


By Tom Spears Toronto Star | won't be treated for mental iliness when And no, no, 70, they ae care to 
‘ they suffer from exposure to the chemi- venture an opinion about Mr. Brown. \ 
estal % . 

ia Brown is a reel without ap | cals in thelr food, air OF water. Brown keeps hammering at them, pub- | 
pia : : What he really wants, he says, is for licly and privately. He's stilk upset about 
In political committee rooms and bur | some health minister, somewhere, te | the publication in 1985 in the Canadian 
reaucrats’ offices, he preaches about a nd up and make a fot of noise about Medical Association ‘Journal of work by 4 
better world, one that could be kinder to | the problems of these patients. doctor, who concluded ai 18 of the par 
people beaten down by. chemicals that 
most of us don't even notice. social justice story: Ta me, the issue is | iiiness not caused by pollution." 

Doctors have recognized for many | that people got trashed for no reason.” Brown claims health and welfare relied 


for some time on what he calls the 


years tat low-level pollution can affec 
“crackers” theory tial ‘he trouble was 


the health — including the mental health 


i y 
“It's not a health story;” he says. “Tt's a tients in the study suffered psychosomat- | 
_= of some peorle. 


_ The problem, Brown says, 15 that gove | On ee of Ontar oe 10 h rnlatie “Health and welfare officias repeated: | 
: ernments haven't done enough to spread hospitals “eonsider central nervous sys ly jabelied (patients) as deluded, sufferin 
‘his news, and have sometimes dism tem response to environmental toxins as ps chosomatic symm: ms as 3 result © | 
the whole problem a5 psychosomatic, a possible cause of. . -symptoms.” psychological stress,” he told a House of 
As 8 crusader for the rights of people The letter to the ministry's psychiatric Commons cominictee last 29% | 
with environmental sensitivity. he’s on | hospitals pranch also urges doctors to let eee ET 
the phone constantly: to federal and jtyents who do react to pollutants be pea i 
rov ace Nae Ee e coroners, | treated in clean rooms and sent to clean DEVASTATING EFFECT i 
o psychiatrists groups © environ” | homes afterwards The statements had a devastatin 
vat 7 5 5 ng ef- 
mentall sensitive people and, as often 38 Another victory is a decision by the fect on people's lives,” he Says. epamilies 


not, to The Star Royal Ottawa Hospital, Ottawa's main broke Up, professional reputations were 


sychiatric. hospital, te set up 4 commit- ruined, careers ended, and the resulting 
tee to spread information within the frustration led to several suicides.” 
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QUIT JOB hospital about the environmental prot That was the beginning af his covnec- 
Brown, 39, is a former CBC reporter in jem- ; tion with Ontario's chief coronet’s office. 
‘Ottawa who quit his job when his own His persistent, aggressive approach ' He tried unsuccessfully te persuade the 
sensitivities Sot in the way of it. hasn't won Brown 4 lot of friends in BV" chief coroner to call an inquest into one 


Different people react in different | ernment. He has, af°r all, accused for suicide by @ MON with environmental 
ways to chemical assaults. Brown found mer health and welfare minister Jake problems, and is now wallits to see 
that tobacco smoke (still tough te avoid Epp of ignoring 3" important pealih | whether there wil] be an inquest into a 
‘An many newsrooms) destroyed his abil- Con and allowing people who react to second suicide that occurred in June. 


e : 
; : he uses a lot. They don’t endear him to ent because he coulan’t work an had 
Ing products. food additives, even per bureaucrats. Mention Brown to health | been refused 4 disability pension because 


fume and welfare officials and a reporter gets | 4 doctor ¥ yldn't recognize his sensitivi- 

Some patients, Brown gays, have peen | the kid-glove treatment. ty to pollutants. 

diagnoset. a crackers and confined to |, Yes, the ministry agrees that environ So far there has Leen no decision on 

psychiatric hospitals. mental sensitivity is a legitimate medical | whether to hokd an inquest. 

He says some have committed suicide, | pr blem. No, Mr. Epp hasn't avoided the Brown is also waiting, to sce whether 

partly rough lack of support from gov" | issue. (Perrin Beatty is now minister, | any level of government will take steps 0 

i ernment and the medical community. anyway.) No, they don’t agree that their | neip patients who have been diagnosed as 
Now, he is campaigning to ensure psy" department is guilty of Notonewalling and | mentally ill hecause of thelr reaction 10 

chiatrists in future check that patients | evasion.” ; pollution. 
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